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|ITs creating 'tinkering labs' to bake ideas into products

By DEVINA SENGUFTA & SREERADRA D BASU, ET Bureau | 22 Oct, 2013, 06.59AM ST Post a Comment

MUMBAL In 2011, when Siddartha Khastgir, a student at [IT Kharagpur, set out to build a
formula-modelled racing car to enter a competition in the UK, IIT gave him 9.5 lakh to fund
it, but only an old, abandoned shed to build it in. "l wish we had proper labs for such wiorlk
then," recalls Khastgir, who now works as a project engineer at automotive firm FEV GmbH
in Germany.

That's precisely the kind of ‘tinkering labs' that many ITs at Kharagpur, Mumbai, Kanpur,
Chennai etc are now creating or have just created.

“Atinkering laboratory is a platform for creative minds to come out of their 'think space' to a 1
more hands-on ‘tinker space’, to transform their ideas into real-time engineering objects, That's precisely the kind of tnkering fabs’ that many IITs at
and eventually to products and patents," says Sameer Khandekar, associate professor, Kharagpiw, Mum ey Kanpir, Chennai elc ate now creating ar
Department of Mechanical Engineering at IT Kanpur. "lIT students are good at theoretical
knowledge but need more hands-on experience,” adds Khastgir.

have st created.

ET SPECIAL: Save precioustime tracking your
The labs many 11 Ts are now building are at least partly inspired by the Massachusetts investrrents
Institute of Technology's (MIT) 'Fab labs'. MIT started its first such lab in 2001 and now

runs 134 labsin 34 countries.

The lab at lIT Kanpur was started a couple of years ago. The class of 1986 initiated the project and created a corpus of 70 lakh, which
was matched with an equal contribution by theinstitute. In January 2013, the class of 1976 pitched in with a 50 lakh contribution.

[ITs at Eombay and Madras are setfing up similar tinkering labs. They are roping in alumni for technical and financial support. In fact, IT
Bombay started a separate tinkering lab for its mechanical engineering department this year. Its electronics department already had one.

"Students need a dedicated facility, run by them and nat one that has to be shared with other streams for research worl," says Devang
Khakhar, director of IIT Bombay. "Alumni have been roped in for funding and the college too will chip in" says kKhakhar.
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IIT expert suggests chemical changes for better life-span of machinery
parts

Swat! Chandra, TN | Oct 23, 2015, 12,20 AM IST
VAR AMAST: The life of machinery parts could be extended three times by introducing some chemical
changes in pure iron, a student of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Banaras Hindu University
{(BHU?Y, Fallav Gupta, who is carrving a study under a project funded by Council of Science and
Technology, Uttar Pradesh, said.

Gupta, a researcherin ceramic engineering, IIT-BH U and principle investigator of the project, has
claimed that the iron, with its changed chemical and physical propertiez, can hawve increased
compressive strength and undergo less erosion.

"This kind of iron is prepared by using powder metallurgy technique. In this, electrolytic iron {that is

pure iron in its powered form)is mixed with alumina (aluminum oxide). The propertes of iron

change by mixing only 5% of alumina. "The hardness, compressive strength and the strength of

standing friction were measured and we saw changes as compared to normal iron," he said. Other
properties of iron, specially rusting were still observed.

The research project 'Effect of processing parameter of the properties of nano structured Iron-Alumina metal matrix composites produced using
power metallurgy technique' under Young Scientist Ressarch Team of Council of Science and Technology, UP, is being supervised by professor
Devendra Kumar, professor Om Prakash of ceramic engineering and professor 4K Jha of mechanical engineering, IIT-BHU.

Thiziron, with its changed properties, is not used anywhere in the world. Once all the physical and chemical properties are studied and wverified, it
can replace the normal iron used in many industries. This iron can be primarily used in railways for preparing wagon wheels. It can also be used in
heavy duty machines, vehicles and automobile parts, thereby increasing the life span by two to three times. The rezearch suggested that the
machine parts may have least wear and tear. The powder metallurgy technique could be econcmical and can be helpful for most of the industries,"”
he hoped.

The project was sanctioned to him approximately one wear ago. There are two more years to carry out more researches, "During this period, we will
be studying varied composition of alumina in pure iron. Initially, we mixed 5% alumina. We would increase it to 10% and then to 30% in the
coming months. As a part of the project, the industrial application of this iron would also be carried out by collaborating with some industries and
factories," Gupta added.

Sturdy facts:

# The iron-alumina is prepared with powder metallurgy technique.

# The changed form of pure iron has shown more hardness, compressive strength and undergoes lesser friction.

# The life span of thisiron is thres times the normal iron.

# The principle uge of this iron is being obzerved in railway wagon wheels.

# It can aleo be used in making automobile parts, heavy duty machines and vehicles.

# The researchers are studying varied composition of alumina in pure iron.
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Jadavpur VC resigns
SUBHANKAR CHOWDHURY

Calcutta, Oct. 21: Jadavpur University vice-chancellor
Souvik Bhattacharyya has put in his papers following
persistent differences with officials close to the Bengal
government, varsity sources said today.

According to the sources, Bhattacharyya who had joined
JUin August last year from [T Kharagpur, on Sunday
submitted his resignation to governor M K. Narayanan,
wiho is chancellor of the university.

Itis not clear whether the chancellor has accepted the
resignation. But sources in the government said they
wers trying to find an interim replacement.

Tension has been mounting betweesn the officials close
S0k Bhattacharyya to the government and Ehattachanyya for some time, the
sources said.

He ran into hurdles at the university's executive council, the highest decision-making body
of the institute, facing resistance from members close to the government.

In the last executive council meeting, Bhattacharyya was forced to form a three-member
committee to review the punishment slapped on two Jadavpur University students
accused of ragaing ajunior. The two students had been suspended for one year and six
months, respectively.

Ehattacharyya was gheraced for over 50 hours by students demanding revocation of the
punishment.

The vice-chancellor also drew the ire of the government over enforcing a circular on
suspending students’ union elections in all state universities in February this year. VWhen
students held the vice-chancellor captive for over a day protesting against the suspension
of elections, the government held the university authorities responsible for the agitation.

Eratya Basu, the education minister, had wondered how a vice-chancellor could run a
university if he could not explain the meaning of a government circular to "little students”.

* The government had asked senior department officials to probe why the vice-chancellor
wias failing to explain the meaning of the circular,

Differences had also emerged over a decision to infroduce a common entrance test for
postgraduate admission in state universities.

While the government was planning to introduce the test, Jadavpur University authorities
opposed the decision and sought to retain its own admission system. Under the
University's own system, undergraduate students are given direct admission to
postgraduate programmes.
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Innovative changes needed in higher education system: Pranab
Mukherjee

PTI Posted online: Tue Oct 22 2013, 1612 hrs

Shillong : Mairtaining that delivery of higher education in India cannot be allowed to continue in a "routine fashion”,

Fresident Franab Mukherjee an Tuesday said there has to be an "elevated level of urgency” among administrataors and
academicians to introduce innovative changes.

He also regretted that no Indian university has found place in the top 200 global ranking list and said they have to be
"careful" in positioning themselves among the top instiutions in the world.

The President emphasised on better coordination among various departments of the universities to achieve excellence
and help them to be among the best in the waorld.

"Our academic syllabus is not upto the highest standards as recognised by world universities. VWe are not emphasising
on ranking ourseles. YWWe have to be careful,"the President said while addressing the convaocation function of the Marth
Eastern

Hill University.

He inaugurated an innovation club on the occasion which seeks to facilitate in-house research activities in various
disciplines.

Mukherjee said Indian universities have to foster greater linkages with international universities for student and teacher
exchange prograrmme s.

He also stressed on improving facilities in the various departments of the universities and said though Nobel laureates
like Amartya Sen, P % Chandrasekhar and Hargobind Khurana passed out from Indian universities, they wan their
respective Mobel prizes after going abroad.

The President suggested fostering endowment culture inthe campuses, saying most of the top-league universities like
Harvard and Cambridge excelled over the centuries largely because of the endowmenrt received.

He said the delivery of higher education in India cannot be allowed to continue ina “routine fashion any longer”.

There has to be an elevated level of urgency among administrators and academicians to introduce innovative changes i
the institwtions. "Core problem have to be addressed expeditiously and a culture of excellence hasto be promoted by
allowing adequate flexibilty in different aspects of academic management,” the President said.

Calling upon the insttutes to retain mertorious students and giwe enhanced focus on research activities, the President
stressed that universities get international exposure in terms of having visting professars from abroad and student and
faculy exchange programme.

The President said adequate support to the universities could improve their fartunes and help them excel in their fields.

He cited an example of lIM- Calcutta, which he had visited two years back and had exended Rs 20 crore to the



Page 5 of 11

institute's finance and economics programme.

He pointed out that a latest report of Financial Times London has said that these two departments are among the 70
leading business schools in the world.

Seemandhra may get IIT, ITM as sop

The coastal region of Andhra Pradesh, fuming over the creation of Telangana, may get an Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), an Indian Institute of Management (1), a metro rail, an international arpott and a
training hospital modelled on the All-India Institute of Medical Sciences (A TGS

sources involved in the process said that the Group of Ministers headed by home minister Sushil Eumar
chinde 1z contemplating these projects in a bid to mollify Seemandhra, but plans to tread a tightrope on a host
of contentious 1ssues, including the key one of sharing water resources with Telangana

Lrmong the other potential goodies lined up for Seemandhra are a new port, a new central university, a school
of fashion technology and a few research institutes.

The sources said that while various options were under consideration, a final decision would take time. & few

projects may also come up in Telangana Hyderabad, which falls deep inside the proposed Telangana state,
alteady has an IIT

The Gold meeting last week SWEETENING THE SPLIT

dizcussed the water sharing

issue and ordered detailed ® To cool tempers iq coastal Technology, Indian Institute
reports, Seemandhra leaders Andhra over creation c:f of Manqgement_and an.
are pressing for a stable Telanga_na and address its | AlIMS-like medical facility
mechanism to ensure water economic concerns, Centre is also on cards
supply to their region. Large Pannlpg some sobs = A central university, Nift, and
portions of the key rivers = Metro rail, international air- some research institutes may
supplying Seemandhralie in port for new capital as also be offered
Telangana. Hyderabad, which is the eco- . :

- | nomic hub of the state and = Centre also trying equitable
Sources indicate that Shinde’s will be the shared capital for distribution of water to both
panel may consider several 10 years, lies deep inside the regions as large portions
proposals including creation of Telangana of key rivers like Krishna,
centrally-controlled River Godavari supplying
WValley Authorities for Erishna ® [ndian Institute of Seemandhra lie in Telangana
and Godavart — the two key
HVELS.

Detailed discussions are set to take place on projects like Srisallam and Nagarjuna Sagar reservoirs,
Eajolibanda Diversion Scheme and Polavaram irngation project.

srisatlamn 15 a key reservoir for drinking water and electric power in Seemandhra The Magarjuna Sagar,
undirided Andhra’s biggest reservoir, spreads across Malgonda distnict of Telangana and Guntur district of
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“We are trying to find out a mechanism that ensures both states get equal opportunities m terms of water
resources and irrigation facilities,” said a senior Congress leader.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/StoryPage/Print/11387352.aspx
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SIMPLE idea underpins

science: “trust, but ver-

ify”. Results should al-

ways be subject to chal-
lenge from experiment. That simple
but powerfulidea has gencrated a vast
body of knowledge. Since its birth in
the 17thcentury, modern science has
changed the world beyond recogni-
tion, and overwhelmingly for the bet-
ter.

But success can breed compla-
cency. Modern scientists are doing
too much trusting and not enough
verifying — to the detriment of the
whole of science, and of humanity

Too many of the findings that fill
the academic cther are the result of
shoddy experiments or poor analysis
A rule of thumb among biotechnol-
ogy venture-capitalists is that half of
published rescarch cannot be repli-
cated, Even that may be optimistic
Lastyear rescarchers at one biotech
firm, Amgen, found they could repro-
duce just s of 53 “landmark™ stud-
ies incancer rescarch. Earlier, a group
at Bayer, adrug company, managed to
repeat just a quarter of 67 similarly
important papers. A leading com-
puter scientist frets that three-quarters
of papers in his subficld arc bunk. In
2000-10 roughly 80,000 paticnts took
part inchinical triaks based on rescarch
that was later retracted because of
mistakes or improprictics.

WHAT A LOAD OF RUBBISH
EVEN when flawed rescarch does
not put people’s lives at risk — and
much of it is too far from the market 1o
do s0 — it squanders money and the
cfforts of some of the world's best
minds. The opportunity costs of
stymied progress are hard to quantify,
but they arelikely to be vast. And they
could berising

One reason is the competitiveness
of science. In the 19505, when mod-
emacademic rescarch took shape af-
ter its successes in the second world
war, itwas still arareficd pastime. The
entire club of scientists numbered a

few hundred thousand. As their ranks
have swelled, to 6m-7m active re-
scarchers on the latest reckoning, sci
entists have lost their taste for self-
policing and quality control. The
obligation to “publish or perish™ has
come to rule over academic life.
Competition for jobs is cut-throat.
Full professors in America carnedon
average $135,000 in 2012 — more
than judges did. Every year six freshly
minted PhDs vie for every academic
post. Nowadays verification (the
replication of other peoplke’s results)
does little 1o advance a rescarcher’s
carcer, And without verification, du-
bious findings live on to mislead.
Carcerism also encourages exag-
geration and the cherry-picking of re-

Indian Express

PROBLEMS WITH SCIENTIFICRESEARCH

HOW SCIENCE GOES WRO

Scientific research has changed the world. Now it needs to change itself

sults. In order to safeguard their ex-
clusivity, the leading journals impose
highrejection rates: in excess of 90%
of submitted manuscripts. The most
striking findings have the greatest
chance of making it onto the page.
Little wonder that one in three re-
scarchers knows of a colleague who
has pepped upa paper by, say, exclud-
ing inconvenient data from results
“based on a gut feeling™. And as more
rescarch teams around the world
work ona problem, the odds shorten
that at least one will fall prey to an
honest confusion between the sweet
signal of a genuine discovery and a
freak of the statistical noise. Such
spurious correlations are often
recorded in journals cager for star-

thing papers. If they touch on drinking
wine, going senile or lettingchikdren
play video games, they may well com-
mand the front pages of newspapers,
too.

Conversely, failures to prove a
hypothesis are rarely even offered for
publication, let alone accepted
“Negative results™ now account for
only 14% of published papers, down
from 309% in 1990. Yet knowing what
is false is as important to science as
knowing what is true. The failure to
report failures means that re-
scarchers waste money and effort ex-
ploring blind alleys already investi-
gated by other scientists

The hallowed process of peer re-
view snotall it s cracked up to be, ei-

ther. When a prominent medical
journal ran rescarch past other ex-
pertsin the field, it found that most of
the reviewers failed to spot mistakes it
had deliberately inserted into papers,
even after being told they were being
tested

IF IT'S BROKE, FIX IT

ALL this makes a shaky foundation
for an enterprise dedicated to discov-
ering the truthabout the world. What
might be done toshore itup? One pri-
ority should be for all disciplines to
follow the example of those that have
done most to tighten standards. A
start would be getting to grips with
statistics, especially in the growing
number of fields that sift throughun-

told codles of data looking for pat-
terns, Geneticsts have done this, and
turned an carly torrent of specious re-
sults from genome sequencing into a
trickle of truly significant ones.
Ideally, rescarch protocols should
be registered in advance and moni-
tored invirtual notebooks. This would
curb the temptation to fiddle with the
experiment’s design midstream so as
to make the results look more sub-
stantial than they are. (It is already
meant to happen in clinical trials of
drugs, but compliance is patchy.)
Where possible, trial dataalso should
be open for other rescarchers to in-
spectand test
The most enlightened journals
are already becoming less averse o
humdrum papers. Some government
funding agencies, including Amer-
ica’s National Institutes of Health
which dish out $30billion on research
cach year, are working out howbest to
encourage replication. And growing
numbers of scienusts, especially
young oncs, understand statistics. But
these trends need to go much further
Journals should allocate space for
“uninteresting” work, and grant-
givers should set aside moncey 10 pay
for it. Peer review should be tightened
or perhaps dispensed with alto-
gether, in favour of post-publication
cvaluation in the form of appended
comments. That system has worked
well in recent years in physics and
mathematics. Lastly, policymakers
should ensure that institutions using
public money also respect the rules
Science still commands enormous
ifsometimes bemused — respect
But its privileged status is founded on
the capacity to be right most of the
time and to correct its mistakes when
itgetsthings wrong And itisnotasif
the universe is short of genuine mys-
teries to keep generations of scien-
tists hard at work. The false trails laid
down by shoddy rescarch are an unfor-
givable barrier to understanding

© The Economst Newspaper Limted 2013
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[€-Daper. |
‘l will give doctors congenial
environment, freedom in research’

r Misra, better known
as chief of the insti-
tute’s trauma centre
which he headed till re-
cently, speaks to Du-
rgesh Nandan Jha about his jour-
ney from Mainpuri district in UF,
where he was born, and Kanpur
University, from where he did his
MBBS. to becoming the head of In-
dia’s premier medical institute and
how he plans to make the institute
more patientfriendly, boost re-
search and stop exodus of doctors,

Q. Tell us about your journey from
Mainpuri to Delhi.

® [ was born on February 1, 1953,
in Kuraoli tehsil of Mainpuri dis-
trict in UP. My father taught Eng-
lish in a school in Tundla, from
where I completed my primary and
secondary education. Thad taken
biology n 10+2, somedical was an
automatic choice butI did not even
lnow about ATIMS then. I joined
MLEB College in Jhansi for MBEBS
in 1970 and later did my PG from
Allahabad Medical College, It was
in 1980 that I first came to AIIMS

| did not even know
about AlIMS when |
opted for medicine after
my 10 + 2. | first came
here only in 1980

for senior residency, and since
then, I have been working here,

Q. 50, you have spent 33 years at Al-
IM5. How much has changed since
then, in terms of quality and quanti

It's been over a week since Dr M C Misra took over as
director of AIIMS but the welcome notes and bouquets
have not stopped coming. He offers sweets to all,
including us, as we arrive for an interview

ty of work?

W There is an immense change n
both aspects. The workload has
multiplied several times, which
has also had an impact on the re-
search work. ATIMS, today. re-
ceives 10,000 patients daily in the
OPD and there are at least 2500 pa-
tients admitted here at any given
time. Because the health infra-
structure in different states con-
tinues to be poor, those who cannot
afford private hospitals come to
AIIMS for even routine surgeries,

P e i

s

Q. How do you plan to control this pa-

tient rush and reduce the waiting time
for surgeres?

® 1 have already started a weelkly
meeting on key infrastructure
projects, including development of
the maternity and child block,
geriatric ward and a separate unit
for OPD and diagnostic services, It
will segregate the OPD crowd and
adi 500 beds to the indoor capacity
thus easing the burden. In future,
we also plan to have screening of

There will be no
increase in cost of
services for general
patients. They already
pay quite a lot

patients as per the severity of the
disease for urgent attention.

Q. Are you in favour of increasing the
cost for services, particularly for pri-
vate ward patients? There was a pro-
posal to double the room rent and
diet charges last year.

B There will be no increase incost
of services for general patients.
They already pay for consumables
and equipments used for various
procedures, for example stents for
angioplasty. As far as increasing
the capacity of private wards and
cost of services for them is con-
cerned, we will take a considered
view on that soon.

Q. In the past five years, more than a
dozen AIIMS doctors, including heads
of departments, have quit to jeoin pri
vate hospitals. How do you plan to
stem this exodus?

m People leave not just because of
money but for the lack of a work-
ing environment. My effort will be
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to provide them a congenial enwvi-
ronment, freedom to choose their
research area and give financial
support for the same. Also, T am
ooing to ask the government to in-
crease the retirement age for pro-
fessors from existing 65 years to70.

Q. AlIMS has maximum publications
o its credit among all medical univer-
sities in the country. But there are few
path-breaking surgeries or innovation
to impact public health as envisaged
by the Constitution-makers while
starting the institute in 1950s.

B plan to collaborate with engi-
neering institutes like 11T-Delhi for
-:level-:q:-mg low-cost healthcare de-
vices. A ‘Stanford India Bio-design’
project is already on inthe institute
in which three top universities of
the world - Stanford, IIT and AIIM S
—are collaborating to develop low-
cost stents. Similarly, experts from
Michigan Ul'Il\'E'l‘Sll}.' are visiting
for eollaboration on cancer re-
search and genomics next month.

Q. AlIMS has been the hotbed of reser-
vation politics since 1992. Even now,
there are controversies ower suppression
of students and teachers belonging to
the reserved community. There have
been some suicides tooin the recent
past How do you plan to tackle that?

® As Isaid earlier, my aimwill be to
take every one along. Discrimina-
tion or oppression of any group or
individual on the basis of caste or
community will not be tolerated at
all. Many students come fiom a ru-
ral background and they have dif:
ficulty in adjusting tothe cut-throat
competition here. For them, we plan
to have extra tutorials and counsel
ling servicesin p

A cultural festival which attracts a whopping crowd of over 30,000 students from more than 200 colleges all over the
country is back and will be organised from 24" to 27%" October this year. With each passing year the thrill for the four
day festival only seems to increase. With popular and happening hangout spots having loads of informal activity all
through the night, one thing is for sure, that these four days are the most cherished. Apart from all the professional
performances and events, we have lads of informal fun in all throughout Antaragni in a place we call, the Mall.

The happening hip-hop hub, held in SAC (Student Activity Centre) ground hosts an audience of more than 10,000 people

in and around all the 4 days of the festival. It is the backbone of the festival, source of constant fun and on-the-spot
activities to keep the crowd interested and coming back. It has a number of fun, wacky and spontaneous events and
offer loads of entertainment to the participants and the crowd alike.

Activities are a pot-pourri of impromptu activities and events ranging from blind dates to wacky dares. It's all happening
here! Just let the cheese slide of your cracker. Get yourself a date or play stall games and make money. Do the Bonfire
Talks, play Tambola, try hands on Archery, or enjoy competitions like Best Bathroom Singer, Foosball, Tattoo Making,


http://www.coolage.in/2012/06/20/student-activity-center-sac-iitk/
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Messenger Service, Tug — o — War, Mad Ads, Graffit. Do dare acts on stage and win prizes or do the impromptu
performances and win hearts. Play music on demand for your loved one or go on a treasure hunt with your team,
showcase your sense of art and absurdity in tattoo making or just hang out. All here at the Mall @Old SAC the major
buzz area during Antaragni.

(http://www.coolage.in/2013/10/21/antaragni-13-iit-kanpur-informals/)

Life imitates art as Rock On!! actor Farhan sets Rendezvous festival
alight

By Mail Today Reporter

It's almost like a case of life imitating art. Farhan Akhtar, who played the role of a rockstar
in his debut film Rock On!!, gets to live it in real life these days.

On the last day of the I1T-Delhi cultural festival (Rendezvous) on Monday evening, Akhtar
and his band performed songs from movies encompassing his entire career in Bollywood.

Rocking out: Farhan Akhtar plays at the 11T-Delhi festival which saw a huge crowd at the institute

His band, Farhan Live, is a nine-member group consisting of Shannon Donald (vocals),
Sarosh Izedyar (lead guitarist), Dibyajyoti Nath (bass guitar) Darshan Doshi (drums),
Umaang Doshi (keyboard) and others.

Akhtar and the musicians started the set with Sinbad the Sailor from Rock On!!, following it
up with Dil dhadkane do from Zindagi na Milegi Dobara.


http://www.coolage.in/search/?q=Antaragni
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Mail+Today+Reporter

Page 9 of 11

Throughout the concert, Akhtar was full of energy and was matched equally with the
audience in terms of enthusiasm.

The Open Air Theatre at the IIT was bustling at the seams, and was full of people who were

singing along with Akhtar.

Fans: Throughout the concert, Akhtar's powerful energy was matched by the enthusiasm of the audience

Dressed in all black, Akhtar introduced the title track of the film which launched his career,
with: "This song (Dil Chahta Hai) is about all the time | spent in school and college. Those
were the best days of my life."”

Akhtar requested for the lights to be switched off and began a soulful rendition of Tum ho
toh.

The band has given several performances in the past year or so, including at 11T Roorkee and
the Dubai Music Week recently.

Alcher Strikes Back @I1T Guwahati

If you are a student of 1IT-G, then, it is safe to assume that you spend 76.34% (fairly accurate on that number)
of your time in front of the computer. Also, it is certain that you have Facebook on another tab as you continue
to browse through your IMDB top 250 looking for new movies to pass your night. In which case, you must have
noticed that you pretty much have your entire wall sprayed on and spammed to bloated proportions by this one
poster.



http://www.iitg.ac.in/
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Immediately, you spill your diet coke all over the laptop and those Cheetos scatter everywhere on the floor.
"Wait what-" is the first thought that comes to mind. "Alcher? Really? What's happening here?" Seriously, the
festival was so far shrouded in mystery ever since Alcher 2013 concluded. There were absolutely no news or
updates from its Facebook page, a rare event for anyone who is well acquainted with it. You had a higher
probability of knowing which political leader held his stash in the Swiss Bank. Even Wikileaks couldn't disclose
what went on behind those four walls. The eerie silence regarding Alcher had many float the rumor that it
wasn't happening this year.

So, naturally this update came off as a huge surprise. But, that wasn't the end of it. Following this were a
plethora of students who changed their profile picture to some sort of an ancient pyramid with a cyclone as seen
from bird's eye (see if you can do a better job describing it). The team behind the fest launched a teaser video on
youtube via Alcheringa's facebook page that gave a sense of much needed confirmation to everyone while also
releasing the theme for its 18" incarnation.

The teaser displays boldly "Alcheringa: Atlantis" written in ancient text with the dates "30" January — 2"
February." It also ends with the statement "Keep Calm — We are back", probably a nod to all those flying
rumors.Well, I'm here to blow all that smoke and dust off this subject. Its Official guys! Alcheringa - The
annual cultural festival of IIT Guwahati, that 4 day window where the college sees an appreciable proportion of
the fairer sex lives to see its 18th incarnation.

Your device does not support video embed feature.&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;lt;a data-cke-saved-
href=&amp;amp;amp;quot;http://youtu.be/SPs8lkkdm_c&amp;amp;amp;quot;
href=&amp;amp;amp;quot;http://youtu.be/SPs8lkkdm_c&amp;amp;amp;quot;&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;gt;Cli
ck here to watch the video.&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;lt;/a&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;gt;

For those unaware, Atlantis, as told by Plato, is a legendary island said to exist somewhere around 9000 B.C
(sure! Why don't we just throw in random numbers and expect people to believe them?)/ It was said to contain
precious metals like gold and silver in abundance along with rare wildlife. Its founders were believed to be half-
god and half-human. These founders soon built their utopia around the island and achieved immense naval
power.

It is a legend about spiritual and moral people living in a technologically advanced civilization, who soon gave
into their greed and became devoid of all morality, which pretty much makes them as normal as any person
living in your lobby.

"That 4 day window where the college sees an appreciable proportion of the fairer sex lives to see its 18th
incarnation."”

Because there was far too much awesomeness to be contained, as a punishment, the gods cast fire and
earthquakes upon the land and Atlantis sunk in "a single night of misfortune."

Alcheringa seems to have made it a trend to tackle different worlds and their culture with each oncoming
installation. Alcheringa 2012 saw the fest focus on the street life with its theme 'Urban Odyssey'. 'Alcheringa
2013: Parallel Paradise' was a trip to the psychedelic universe. The theme of Atlantis is one that tweaks an
individual's imagination. Whether you believe it or not, The Legend of Atlantis is definitely one of the most
fantastical myths present in our folklore and it was only a matter of time before a college fest based its theme
around it.

This immediate release saw the festival gain huge attention with news spreading like wildfire across campuses.
Alcheringa seems to be the talk of the town. Students are talking about it, TA's are talking about it, and your
mom'’s talking about it. And rightly so, the fest has escalated to be a behemoth in a short span of time with fine
performances from the likes of Eluviete, Orphaned Land and world famous Anoushka Shankar. Of course,
everyone remembers how they struck gold last year with the Bollywood giant Mohit Chauhan. So the question



https://www.facebook.com/Alcheringa2013
https://www.facebook.com/alcheringaiitg
https://www.facebook.com/alcheringaiitg
http://www.coolage.in/search/?q=Mohit+Chauhan
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now is how does Alcheringa 2014 top this? Well, one can only wait and watch.
"The theme of Atlantis is one that tweaks an individual's imagination."'

Where do | stand between all of this? | couldn't be any happier! While 1 still can't figure out how exactly to
pronounce the world 'Alcheringa’ (seriously though, how?), I'm completely pumped at the notion of working for
it again. | still remember the amount of fun | had last time!

(http://www.coolage.in/2013/10/21/alcher-strikes-back/)

Times of India

DU colleges eye big, fat annual fests
Manash Pratim Gohain | Oct 22, 2015, 1L.47PM IET
unite for . f@ MEW DELHI IIT-Delhi's Rendezvous '13 was big this year. And DU doesn't want to be left behind.
children l,iplce &l Nost of the colleges are banking on corporates hankering for vwisibility ameng youth, They hope the
" B biggies, at least, will purnp in money like anything to make their annual festivals grander than usual.

| Leading the race is Shri Ram Cellege of Commerece, which is expecting sponsorship deals between Es
| 1.25 crore and Rs 1.5 crore for its festival Crossroads. While Hansraj College is planning to woo top
200 colleges to be a part of their annual Confluence, Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University
and Kirori Mal College are also eying big funds. And why not as corporates despite all their "austerity
drive" are keeping their purses at liberal best for these consurners.

9,00,000 children die
in India every year While American rock band Hoobastank was the star attraction at ITT-Delhi last wael, they may not

be the last of the international rock band performing at youth fest this season.

Donate now!

"Tthink there will be a star performer on all the four days of Crossroads this year. And yes, students are keeping all options open, induding inviting
an international rock band," said principal of 3RCC, P C Jain. Last vear, 3RCC had spent around Fs 1 crore and is looking at an upper limit of Es
1.5 crore this vear.

Hanraj College is also planning something extravagant - right from getting sponsors upte Es fio lakh to making it an "all India" festival bringing in
participants from institutions like IITs and IIMs. Mchit Saini, president of Hansraj Ceollege Students' Union said, "With rock bands and
participants from acress the country, it is natural that the budget will get bigger by the day."

The students are confident that they will get the required funding from the corporates. "They have products to promote and if they don't do that in
youth festivals, then where will they get the audience?" said Sheerat Gupta, president of the students' union, SRCC. "6 5% of the population is
vouth. And they form the largest chunk of consumers. 5o it's natural that corporates will seek wisibility in such events where youth gather in lange
nurmbers as they have products to sell," said Jain.

Despite the economic downturn, many MNCs and other business groups are ready to fund these events. According to a senior official of 2
rmultinational manwufacturer of soft drink, "Such events are the perfect platform to comrmunicate with the target audience and many brands are
ready to sponsor such events."

Kirori Mal College is eyeing a sponsorship of around Bs 35lakh - up from Rs 15lakh of last vear. They plan to organize a football tournament for
the fest this year. "We are also trying to bring in a celebrated footballer. Let's see how things turn out as we still have three months to work on the
plans," said Jaswinder Chauhan, president of the students' union of the collage.



